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Lee to direct,·tilfJtecnlnstitute

... ~., ~", ~.:~ ..: ;: ' ..~~ ..,....- , 

By HIRAN RATNAYAKE 
The News Journal 

Ach~mical engineering pro­
fessor!'a.t ···.;the.· Universlty<of 
Delaware has been .nain~d the· 

:Kelvin Lee, a 
,'ch~ical engi­
n~nr1g ptofessor 
ptUD,wilireplace
David Weir as 
,:th,ehead 'of 

new: dix-e,ctpr'of'lheDelawat.:e ;">theDelaware 
Biotechtl.glQgyInstitute,. .••...•.....:.. ·-J~iotect1nology 

,'Ke~Yirf::~,.aIreadY •a .facilitY; :;:-~Jnstitute.· 
fellow ',with·the institute,,'wA1; 
take the reins ~pt.l.' . . ." 

Known for· his workJl1 University .in :lth~ca,.N.Y.At mll10r in']:)iology frolll theCali~ 
A1zheimer'sdis~, he is rep~c-' 'Cornell,l,lisla~o~~toryworked foriiiCiInstitute ofTechnology. 
ing'David W~ir,whohas di- on'n~}V:toolsformeasuringpro- "Kelvip is very well known. 
rected the.institute since 'its - temexpression -the process by and he<i,sa highly -respected re:­
inception. in 1998. Weir' was whJch a gene's jnf()rmation is searcher," said Mark Barteau, 
named director of the univer- 'collverted"into thestrtictures UD·:s~ni9r vice provost for re- I 

sity's n~w Office ofEconomicIn-, 
novatiQp. and Partnerships. 

"IbelievethatDBI is a world-
class research institute inthe life 
sciences,""Lee, who is presently 
in Amsterdam, ,wrote iJ;l,ane­
mail to The News Journal. "lam 
humbled to continue all dftlie 
excellent programs tl\at' Dr. 
David Weir,'initiated atDBI, and 
to build upOn them to improve 
the infrastructure for life science 
research at the University of 

. Delaw'are and in the state." 
Lee came to Delaware last 

and functions ofcells: search ~d stnltegic initiatives. r. 

.,,' ,When Lee arrived at the Uni- "He has '. experience and skills in 
ve~ity of Delaw~,'he'andhis' ·dealing·With our community and · 
research grOup f~used on devel~ 
opingan accuratediagnostictool 
fOI-;Alzheimer'sdisease:Here­
ceivoo funding ;while at Cornell 
from the National Institutes.of 
Healthfor a study on identifying 
biomarkers for the disease. 

That stUdy, whichfound a 'set 
of validated biomarkers, was 
pubijshedinthemedicaljoumal
Annals of Neurology. Lee is still 
working with his former col-

September, after spending a leagues at Cornell to find ather­
decadeo:n ,the faculty at Co~ell apy to treat Alzheimer's. 

\,'::c~;W~developed some technol­
ogythat lias proven to be partic­
ularly,etfectiveat the early diag­
nO$i.s 9rJn¢ disease," he said. 

':Leellas also worked with a re­
'~cb.-:~Rupat the C3Iifornia In~ . 
stl~q~~:~~fTechnology.to study_ 
Creqt;~fl~t-Ja}{()b .. ~Ise~~~. a 
rare~~Y:~lably, f~tal 'prall)· dIS­
'order. lie holds a doctorate in 
chemical e'ngineering. and a 

dealing :outside the community, I 

and.fhat's important inthei 
progress of DBI as a leader of~ 
biotech enterprise· in the state." 

Lee ~aidhe presently did not 
have enoUgh information to say· 
what the institute will do in 
terms' of stem cell research. 
Weir,. his predecessor, was one of 
the state's most outspoken pro­
ponents of embryonic stem cell 
research. 
Contact Hiran Ratnayake at 324-2547 
or hratnayake@delawareonline.com.: 
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